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What started as a dream was born into reality by
community effort and cooperation.
The dream was one of hope and progress ... to
bring to our community the most modern, efficient
and comprehensive health-care delivery system
possible.
When the Allentown AHEAD Fund was organized
in 1967, the community met its appeal for funds
with a more than generous response.
Throughout its careful planning and construc-
tion, the Allentown and Sacred Heart Hospital
Center project was characterized by a cooperative
effort among the governing boards, administra-
tions, medical and nursing staffs of The Allentown
Hospital and Sacred Heart Hospital, the new
Center's parent institutions.
As a result of this outstanding community effort
and cooperation, a whole new concept of health
care was introduced to our community.
The Allentown and Sacred Heart Hospital Cen-
ter, an impressive seven-story structure completely
equipped for patient comfort and care, serves as
physical evidence that the community we live in is
truly worthy of its recognition as an All-American
City.
This commemorative booklet has been published
to commend that community. An unselfish and
forward-looking community of individuals, busi-
ness and industrial firms, charitable and civic or-
ganizations, whose response turned a dream into
a reality.
Acknowledgments
Many individuals, companies and organizations
made possible the funding, planning and construc-
tion of the Allentown and Sacred Heart Hospital
Center. However, there are certain organizations
without whose extraordinary contributions, the
Hospital Center project could not have been
brought to a successful conclusion.
Those who have so unselfishly given of their
time, personnel, expertise and resources over the
project's lengthy term include Air Products &
Chemicals, Inc., First National Bank of Allentown,
GAC Corporation, Lehigh Portland Cement Com-
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Singling out their contributions as extraordinary




In 1965, a regional survey of Lehigh Valley Hospitals was conducted under
the auspices of the local Hospital Planning Council. The survey projected
bed requirements and indicated a need to modernize and expand the local
hospitals. Each hospital then determined its capital requirements based on
future needs. They then agreed to participate in a combined fund-raising
campaign and toward that end Allentown AHEAD Fund, Inc. was organized
to manage the campaign which eventually raised over $6 million.
I
THE ALLENTOWN HOSPITAL SACRED HEART HOSPITAL
In April of 1967, a group of physicians expressed concern that the capital
programs under consideration by the hospitals would only produce three
modest additions and do little toward providing the sophisticated and com-
plex clinical capabilities the community should have. They suggested to The
Allentown Hospital's Board of Trustees that the hospitals join together in one
project rather than continue independent expansion programs. A Joint Liaison
Committee was appointed to study the feasibility of such a venture. Allentown
Osteopathic Hospital decided not to participate in the program. The Joint
Liaison Committee recommended that a joint venture was feasible, that a joint
facility be developed, and that the identity of the two institutions be preserved.
The program was approved by both The Allentown Hospital and Sacred Heart
Hospital in mid-1967.
•
HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATORS: Ellwyn D. Spiker, Allentown and Sacred Heart Hospital Cen-
ter; Orlando R. Pozzuoli, Sacred Heart Hospital; Orlando M. Bowen, The Allentown Hospital.
The Joint Operating Committee - formed to initiate the project - con-
sidered various organizational approaches, including a merger, but later
recommended a joint venture approach.
In September of 1970, American Medicorp, Inc. was retained to develop the
architectural program and plans, and to supervise the construction of the
facility.
The Center's project budget of $24.7 million is funded by receipts from
AHEAD of $5.2 million, a private donation of $5 million, a $1.9 million Hill-
Burton grant, $600,000 from income and other sources and a $12 million mort-
gage guaranteed by the U.S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare.
FIRST OFFICERS OF THE WOMEN'S AUXILIARY: Mmes. Hallock, Walbert, Bachman, Boyce, Cameron and Frickert.
•
Groundbreaking ceremonies were held in December of 1971, the corner-
stone was placed in October of 1973 and the dedication was held in Septem-
ber of 1974. The first patients were admitted on September 16, 1974.
The Women's Auxiliary of the Hospital Center was organized when con-
struction began. Members of the Auxiliary have assisted the Hospital Center
in a variety of ways. They gave slide presentations to inform community
groups about progress during construction and also conducted group tours
after the Center's completion. In addition, the Auxiliary has raised funds with
successful projects like "The Big Top Ball" and other programs.
The Allentown and Sacred Heart Hospital Center itself is a 460-bed acute
care facility, which is initially operating at a 350-bed capacity. It houses the
principal coronary unit for the three-hospital complex and also has a 6-bed
burn unit and a 16-bed general intensive care unit.
Milestones
CONTRACT SIGNING. May 1972. The $18.7 million contract was signed with American Medicorp to design, con-
struct and equip the Center. Shown (seated from left) Bernard Korman, president of American Medicorp; Leonard
Pool, president of the Hospital Center; and Doris Noll, Allentown AHEAD Fund, Inc. (Standing) James C. Lanshe,
president of Sacred Heart Hospital Board and J. Mauser Lerch, president of The Allentown Hospital Association.
GROUNDBREAKING. December, 1971. Watching are Morton Schneider, vice president of Allentown
and Sacred Heart Hospital Board of Directors; J. Mauser Lerch, president of The Allentown Hospital
Board of Trustees; and James C. Lanshe, president of Sacred Heart Hospital Board of Managers.
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BIG TOP BALL. June 1974. The Women's Auxiliary of the Hospital Center, organized when construc-
tion began, sponsored the Big Top Bali, which was held under tent at the Center's front portico.
R. M. Shoemaker
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•
DEDICATION. September, 1974. (Left of podium) Orlando Bowen, Dr. Headley White, John Body, Bernard Korman, Edward
Ducate, Morton Schneider. (At podium) Leonard P. Pool. (Right of podium) J. Mauser Lerch, John J. McCartney, Ellwyn Spiker,









BOARD OF DIRECTORS' FIRST MEETING in the new Hospital Center. Msgr. David B. Thompson, James E.
McCambridge, James C. Lanshe, Morton Schneider, Roger W. Mullin, Jr., Morton Silverman, M.D., J. Mauser






1221 Ave. of the Americas
New York, New York
"
FIRST MEDICAL STAFF OFFICERS. Dr. John J. Shane, treasurer; Dr. Michael H. Ufberg, vice-president; Dr.
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Hotel Bethlehem, Suite 330
Bethlehem, Pa.
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director of nursing services
FIRST PATIENT. Walter R. Guyer signed in at 11 :05 a.m. on September 16 to become the first elective admissions patient.
He is shown receiving his plastic identification wristband from coordinator Helen Gledhill, as his wife Katherine watches.
ALLENTOWN AND SACRED HEART HOSPITAL CENTER
A Joint Venture of the Allentown Hospital and the Sacred Heart Hospital
P.O. Box 689 • 1200 South Cedar Crest Boulevard, Allentown, Pennsylvania 18105
December 6, 1976
Dear Friend:
We are very happy to enclose this brQc,hure which you andmany others have sponsored, noting those individuals and eventsthat had an integral part in the inceptiqn of the HO$pitalCenter. We have come a long way since our dedication over twoyears ago, as is reflected by the recently updated figures inthe center of the booklet. The Hospital has matured and grown,and is now op~rational in serving the health care needs of thepeople in our community.
•
We hope you enjoy this brief look back to the history ofour beginning, Your continued support will help the Center tocontinue to grow to meet the challenge of providing ..... ACOMMUNITY RESPONSE TO A COMMUNITY NEED.
Morton SchneiderPresident, Board of Directors
Enclosure
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